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USING AN ALTERNATE UOM TO CORRECT A UOM 
FACTOR ON AN ITEM WITH ACTIVITY 
When you need to change a UOM conversion factor on an item after activity 
exists you can utilize an alternate UOM vs having to renumber and create a 
new item . For example, the vendor changed pricing a 4’x8’ from nominal 
pricing (eg 4x8 = 32 sf) to actual pricing (eg 48”x 96” = 33 sf).  

When using this option, you define a separate / similar UOM code for each 
costing factor (eg 32’ vs 33’). 

Steps to Support this Option 
1. Define a UOM code for the alternate UOM 

Data Files > Item Information > UOM Codes 

2. Define an UOM conversion factor for the alternate UOM 

Data Files > Item Information > UOM Conversions 

3. Add the new alternate UOM factor to the item 

Data Files > Item Information > Items > display UOM conversion toolbar 
option 

You can eliminate Step 2 by defining the new UOM conversion factor at 
the same time as adding the new UOM alternate UOM to the item.  

4. Change the Cost UOM code on the item supplier record 

Data Files > Item Information > Items > assigning item suppliers toolbar 
option 

Example using a base item defined with a stocking and costing UOM of SH. 
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UOM conversion previously set up for the standard conversion of SH to SH 
based on 32’.  

Add Alternate UOM Conversion Factor to the Item 
Add an alternate UOM for the oversized costing UOM (such as OMSF) and 
assign to a factor based on 33’.  

Example:  

Original Stocking to Costing UOM is SH to MSF based on 32’ 

Alternate UOM is based on Stocking to Costing of OMSF based on 33’ 
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Define Cost UOM for Supplier 
If you only have one primary supplier for the item define the new alternate 
Costing UOM on the item supplier record. If you have multiple suppliers 
assigned to the item and they are using different UOM factors, define the 
appropriate costing UOM factor to each item supplier record. 

Example: 

Primary Supplier assigned with the original Stocking UOM to Costing UOM 
factor.  
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For the additional suppliers requiring the alternate UOM, assign the Cost 
UOM based on the new alternate UOM.  

 

The system continues to use the standard costing UOM factor so you only 
need to define the Cost UOM value on the item supplier if different than the 
default costing UOM. For explanation purposes only, both records were 
defined above. 
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Impact on Purchase Order 
For the Primary Supplier, when entering a PO the costing UOM of MSF is auto 
assigned.  

 

For the additional supplier, the costing UOM of OMSF is auto assigned. 

 

When costing based on ‘Last PO Cost’ the system continues to reference last 
PO cost on both orders regardless of who is the primary supplier (unless item 
flag is set “update last PO cost for primary supplier only”.)  
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Only the costing UOM value changes to back into the factor. In the last 
example above, the costing value of $3787.0818 OMSF was assigned. 

Impact on Sales Order 
The system continues to calculate average the same regardless of the 
alternate UOM assigned.  
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MISC Notes 
The system continues to report market costs in the default costing UOM. 
Even if you are no longer using the original costing UOM on purchases, the 
system continues to report everything in the original UOM which cannot be 
reassigned.  

When you have a large number of items that need to be assigned the new 
alternate UOM, create a spreadsheet with the following columns (in this 
specific order):  

Item, Factor, From, To 

Then populate the records in the spreadsheet that you want to update with 
the new alternate UOM conversion factor and send to DMSi who can mass 
load the data for you.  

To mass update the Cost UOM on the item supplier record for primary 
suppliers you can use the Item Import. To mass update the Cost UOM on the 
item supplier record for the non-primary suppliers, you can use the Item Mass 
Update. Using both options you need to have the alternate UOM conversion 
factor defined in the system before running the programs.  

 

Consider this other option:  
AR825 – How to correct UOM factor on Item with activity – Renumbering an 
item.  

https://360.dmsi.com/prod1/portal/portal.jsp?c=5899&p=109533894&g=109534381&id=104471014
https://360.dmsi.com/prod1/portal/portal.jsp?c=5899&p=109533894&g=109534381&id=104471014

